
SKUAST-Jammu organizes Clinical-cum-Awareness Camp for Bakarwal Women at 

Panjgrain, Nagrota 

 

SKUAST-Jammu scientists organized a Clinical-cum-Awareness camp in Panjgrain, 

Nagrota on 09 December for the benefit of the Bakarwal community under the aegis of a 

project sponsored by the Department of Biotechnology (DBT), Government of India, 

highlighting social upliftment and health of Gujjar and Bakarwal women associated with 

animal husbandry practices. Vice Chancellor, Sher-e-Kashmir University of Agricultural 

Sciences & Technology (SKUAST) Jammu, Prof. J.P. Sharma distributed various sanitation 

and hygiene kits and water filters to 80 women beneficiaries and education kits to 50 girls. He 

also supervised organization of a veterinary clinical camp and medical camp organized for the 

beneficiaries where free medicines were also distributed. He suggested a focussed approach 

to develop awareness and training of select women in scientific management of their 

livestock resources and assured all help from SKUAST-Jammu in the future, in synergy with 

other development departments responsible for their advancement. He suggested 

popularization of goat milk while promoting its traditional medicinal values to augment 

herders’ income and even its value addition to make popular milk products. He also advised 

on tapping international funding agencies and resources such as Corporate Social 

Responsibility funds to further the development projects for the needy community. Dr. 

Sharma expressed his satisfaction over the active participation of the women and hoped that 

project remains successful to bring out the desired change amongst the beneficiaries. He 

urged the women for the continued practice of good hygienic measures and to inculcate them 

in their regular habits to lead a healthy lifestyle. 

Dr. Sanjeev Kumar, Director Sheep Husbandry, Jammu also mentioned the hardship 

of the Bakarwal community and their women in particular during their migration in search of 

fresh pastoral grounds and highlighted the various schemes and amenities provide by the 

Government. Earlier, Dr. M.S. Bhadwal, Dean, Veterinary Faculty briefed on the 

vulnerability of the community in terms of health, education and income and the adversities 

faced by the women and how they are marginalized even when rubbing shoulders with the 

men in every aspect of their livelihood. He stressed that the societal development project was 

working in the right direction to empower and sensitize the women for their overall 

upliftment and development. 

Dr. Jafrin Ara Ahmed, Principal Investigator of the project accentuated the nomadic 

and primitive life far away from the light of learning and devoid of modern facilities 

including basic amenities such as clean drinking water. She hoped that the portable water 



purifiers would allow them to access clean potable water even in the remotest locations and 

bring immense health and hygiene benefits. 

A team of scientists also deliberated on zoonosis, animal health, hygiene, girl 

education and encouraged the participants in all aspects of personal sanitation and assisted by 

veterinary officials of the Sheep husbandry Department including, Dr. Anil Kaul (DSHO-

Jammu), Dr. Pritam Manhas (APO), Dr. Khalid Chaudhury, Dr. Rizwana Zargar and Dr. 

Mehroon Chowdhary. Dr. Nawab Nashiruddullah and Dr. Nazam Khan, both Co-PI of the 

project also deliberated on animal healthcare, while Dr. Aditi Koul, Dr. Kawardeep Kour, Dr. 

Pranav Kumar and Dr. Jonali Devi stressed on the importance of girl education and 

sanitation. Dr. Mohd. Rashid spoke in length on aspects of zoonoses. Besides, the veterinary 

care team led by Dr. Ankur Sharma and Dr. Pankaj Gupta, there were also medicos Dr. 

Ehtishamul Haq and Dr. Sadaf Naaz to cater to the needs of the participants. 

  



 
Prof. J.P. Sharma, Vice-Chancellor, SKUAST-Jammu addressing a clinical-cum-awareness 
camp at Panjgrain, Nagrota organized for Bakarwal women under DBT project 

 
Prof. J.P. Sharma, Vice-Chancellor, SKUAST-Jammu distributing water filter to Bakarwal 
women under DBT project 
  



 
Bakarwal women beneficiaries with Prof. J.P. Sharma, VC (SKUAST-Jammu), Dr. Sanjeev 
Kumar, Director (SHD-Jammu) and Dr. M.S. Bhadwal, Dean (FVSc & AH) and Dr. Jafrin 
Ahmed, Principal Investigator of the DBT project 

 
Dr. Jafrin Ahmed, Principal Investigator and Dr. Nawab nashiruddullah, Co-PI of the DBT 
project on Gujjar & Bakarwal Women Empowerment 
 


